Running head: FLORIDA EVERGLADES		1
FLORIDA EVERGLADES		2







The Florida Everglades Ecosystem
Name
Institution
Course Information
Date












The Florida Everglades Ecosystem
The Everglades is a subtropical marshland found in the southern part of Florida. It is a large region of freshwater marshes. The Everglades is a unique region in that it relies on sheet flow of water, unlike other wetlands which typically rely on waters originating from rivers and streams. The Everglades is the largest subtropical wilderness left in the United States. It is a l.5 million acre region of mangrove forests, saw grass marshes, and hardwood hammocks in the midst of wetlands. The Everglades hosts the largest mangrove ecosystem in the western hemisphere and is also the largest designated wilderness in the east coast of America.
The Everglades is home to thirteen endangered and ten threatened species. It is the only known region in the world where alligators and crocodiles live side-by-side. Terrestrial animals including deer, raccoons, panthers, crocodiles, black bears, and Eastern Indigo snakes among others. Aquatic animals including fish, crabs, shrimp, turtles, manatees, and Pine Barrens frogs among other species. Plants such as bald cypress trees, southern live oak, red mangrove trees, willow, saw grass, ringed Anemone, and over 100 Marsh species found exclusively in the Everglades (Davis & Ogden, 1994). The most valuable abiotic factor is the water available for the existing organisms in this wetland ecosystem. Without the amount of water that is available, different organisms would not be able to produce and survive. Other abiotic factors include temperature, soil, sunlight, hurricanes, and rainfall.
Humans have introduced invasive and exotic species which have a negative impact on the native species. Use of the Everglades for residential and agricultural purposes has resulted in reduction of the total land mass to only half of its original size (Lodge, 2016). Humans drained the land for urbanization and this has resulted in continuous degradation of the Everglades. Changes to water flow mean that species cannot adapt to the forced change and experience reproductive failure. Efforts are being made to improve on waste management in this region. This ecosystem is delicate and faces high risk from waste materials. Residents and visitors are advised to improve their recycling of materials. People should be more careful of products they use because they have an effect on water and nutrient quality. From a national level, authorities and environmental activists are pushing to secure funding and accelerate implementation of a restoration plan which addresses the core problems of human encroachment, altered water flow, and degradation of overall ecosystem quality (Lodge, 2016). In addition, state and federal laws are being assessed to identify how they can be strengthened to ensure that the restoration of the Everglades takes priority over residential and agricultural purposes. 
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